
E STAFF TASKING
DAVID WITHERELL, APRIL 2021



COMMITTEE CHANGES

Appointments since February:
 New AP member: Marissa Wilson (appointed through end of year)
 Vacancy filled on BSFEP Climate Change Taskforce

Potential solicitations:
 Reconstituted Community Engagement Committee

 Revised Terms of Reference posted
 In addition to existing members, Council to solicit for members representative 

of small communities off the road system

 Fishery Monitoring Advisory Committee
 Vacancy for pollock trawl CP representative
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COMMITTEES / UPCOMING MEETINGS

Meetings anticipated between now and summer 2021:
 Partial Coverage Fishery Monitoring Advisory Committee – April 19, 2021

 Ecosystem Committee – April 20, 2021

 Bering Sea Fishery Ecosystem Plan Team – May 3, May 24-25, 2021

 BSAI Crab Plan Team – May 17-21, 2021

 Fishery Monitoring Advisory Committee (FMAC) – May 17, 2021

 EM Trawl Committee – May 21, 2021

 Bering Sea Fishery Ecosystem Plan Climate Change Taskforce –
May 10 and 13, 2021

 FYI: NMFS’ PSTAT workshop April 27-28, for sablefish fishery stakeholders
 https://www.pacificsablefishscience.org/ 3
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATIONS STATUS

 Reconstituted Community Engagement Committee
 Revised Terms of Reference posted; in addition to existing members, Council to 

solicit for members representative of small communities off the road system

 Tools to improve outreach, communication, accessibility
 Intro to Council process presentations, fliers, short agenda summaries; option to 

waive questions during testimony; working on website; remote testimony options 
under consideration 

 Staff working on cultural awareness training – for staff and Council 
members initially, subsequently will look to expand

 Rural Fisheries Community and Tribal Liaison role responsibilities assigned 
to Council staff Dr. Kate Haapala

 NMFS working internally on tribal consultation process, will report back
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(1/2)

 Approve AP/SSC handbooks – revisions discussed with groups in Feb

 Policy on recording Council meetings
 Keep audio of Council meeting as official record, keep YouTube online

 No audio kept for SSC, AP, other committee meetings, once minutes prepared

 Video of AP/SSC kept online for 1-2 weeks after meeting then deleted
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(2/2)

 Changes to policy on written public comments: intent is to foster a 
welcoming and respectful environment for all public dialogue
 Post written comment policy on website and summarize on eAgenda

 Clarify 1 comment per person per agenda; individual can submit comments on behalf of 
organization as well as on behalf of self  (as with oral testimony)

 Consistent with DoC policy: no vulgar language, personal attacks, offensive terms 
targeting protected classes, promoting service or products, non-fisheries-related (off 
topic), unsupported accusations: https://www.commerce.gov/about/policies/comments

 Don’t show comments publicly until after comment deadline closes
 Allow staff to remove comments that are inconsistent with policy
 Changes to commenting period

 Open comments only once materials posted online
 Close earlier (Weds or Thurs) to allow staff to review comments for adherence to policy

 Allow staff to sort comments to appropriate agenda item as practicable 
(comments not associated with an agenda item go in staff tasking) 6
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JUNE 2021 DRAFT AGENDA

 Planning virtual meetings through end September 2021

 June Council meeting:
 SSC: June 1-4, Tu-Fr  (Memorial Day is Monday 5/31)

 AP meets Th-Fr June 3-4, and M-Tu June 7-8; Weds June 9th is buffer day

 Council: June 9-11 W-Fr, June 14-15 M-Tu, Weds June 16th is buffer day

 Preliminary June 2021 agenda posted for your review

 Standard June issues: Crab specs, Observer Annual Report, Trawl EM

 BSAI Pcod Trawl CV LAPP

 Discussion papers – BSAI cod small boat access, sablefish overages
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NEW THREE-MEETING
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 NEED TO INSERT PIC HERE ONCE DEVELOPED



RETURNING TO IN PERSON MEETINGS

 Timing: tentatively, first in person meeting will be October Council meeting
 Will take into account State/Muni/CDC guidelines; whether members will travel

 Seeking feedback from Council to help with planning; more detail in June
 Remote participation: members, testifiers, presenters?

 Staff recommendations: members all in person (or all remote); if remote testimony, 
condensed opportunities; broadcast SSC/AP

 Is this just for immediate COVID transition, or consider for longer term?

 Expect in-person to look different than before
 COVID protocols TBD – social distancing, masks, limited beverages/handouts

 May consider keeping SSC or AP virtual, to keep meeting attendance smaller (if so, 
would alternate)
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QUESTIONS?
DAVID 
WITHERELL
DAVID.WITHERELL@NOAA.GOV

Feedback always appreciated on how 
virtual meetings are working, ideas for 
improvement, etc.

Email npfmc.admin@noaa.gov

mailto:David.witherell@noaa.gov
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